The crazy directions Canada's plastics ban is taking us 
Toronto Sun 
July 31, 2022 Sunday 
Final Edition 


Copyright 2022 Toronto Sun All Rights Reserved 
Section: COMMENT; Pg. A15 
Length: 625 words 


Byline: Lorne Gunter, Toronto Sun 


Body 


Save the planet, eat with your hands. 


That's the latest advice from the "green" cult that is the federal environment department. When the federal Liberals 
outlaw plastic knives and forks in 2024, they advise you to eat with your hands, instead. 


Their other bit of advice this week was aimed at food truck vendors and takeout restaurateurs: Change your menus. 
"Provide more meal options that do not require the use of cutlery," such as "wraps and sandwiches." 


We should change what we eat and how we eat just to conform to their ludicrous new rules against plastic utensils. 
And plastic bags, six-pack rings, stir sticks, straws and takeout containers. 


Indeed, according to a briefing note prepared by Environment Canada bureaucrats, Mama's Soup Kitchen food 
truck (which now presumably will become Mama's Soup Wraps), should get rid of plates and bowls and cutlery 
altogether. 


Instead, they should encourage customers to bring all of their own equipment with them. 


According to federal civil servants, Canadians don't need plastic straws, or straws made of paper, either. This 
applies especially to those seated at a table. Get your bigboy pants on and start drinking from a cup. Besides, 
"some companies have designed lids that make it easier to consume a beverage without a straw," wrote federal 
staff in a report uncovered by Blacklock's Reporter. 


But what about children and the disabled who truly need straws? They or their parents should carry permanent 
ones with them at all times, that they can take home and clean after each use. 


So much for Morty's Triple-Thick Shake Shack. Try sucking back one of their hand-dipped delights without a straw. 
Stir sticks? Don't need those at all. 


Coffee shops should "redesign how beverages are served," meaning they should serve more pre-mixed drinks or 
put the fixings (like cream and sugar) in the beverage and stir them before handing the beverage to the customer. 


But what about customers who like to choose the amount of cream or sugar for themselves? Come on, is the taste 
of our morning brew really more important than the fate of the planet? | suppose we peons should be grateful they 
didn't ban takeout coffee altogether. Just imagine how many cups, lids, stir sticks and straws would be saved if 
were made to brew our own at home and carry it to work in a thermos. 
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And it's not just the inconvenience and reduced choice the eco-cult is downloading onto ordinary Canadians. 
They've even suggested momand-pop food trucks, that already work from dawn 'til dusk, could eventually be made 
to offer permanent cutlery that they would have to wash and sanitize themselves at the end of their already never- 
ending days. 


There is the added cost, too. A plastic fork costs four cents, a wooden substitute costs nine cents. Plastic straws 
cost a penny, paper straws cost three. A six-pack ring is three cents, a cardboard sixpack box is 34 cents. A plastic 
bag is three cents, a paper bag is eight. 


Pretty soon a meal out at a food truck or fast-food restaurant costs the business or consumer an extra half dollar 
and you're either squeezing a small business's profits or passing the cost on to customers thereby putting upward 
pressure on family inflation. 


These are the type of rules and regulations that spring forth from the minds of hairshirt fanatics and self-flagellation 
zealots - environmental extremists who have no understanding of how real people live. 


Why don't we all just carry duffels full of china and silverware everywhere, every day? What's next, commanding the 
country's farmer to produce the same amount of food with one-third less fertilizer? (Oh, sorry. Prime Minister 
Trudeau did that this week, too.) Jgunter@postmedia.com @sunlornegunter |@COPYRIGHT=© 2022 Sun Media 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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